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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 3655 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SAIGON FROM AMCONSUL BIEN HOA 27 MAR 75, 
REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION/INFO. QUOTE. 

CONFIDENTIAL BIEN HOA 222 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, VS 

SUB J : MILITARY SITUATION IN MC3 
REF: BIEN HOA 219 

1. THE MR3 DEPUTY COMMANDER, MG HIEU, INFORMED AT 1745 HOURS 
MAR 27 THAT THE MORNING'S NVA/VC ATTACK AT CHON THANH WAS THE 
ONLY MAJOR ACTION IN MR3 THROUGH THE DAY. HE SAID THAT THE OTHER 
SIDE BROKE OFF THE ATTACK AT 1600 HOURS AFTER TAKING EXTREMELY 
HEAVY CASUALTIES WHILE THE DEFENDING RANGERS AND RF TROOPS 
TOOK ONLY LIGHT CASUALTIES. CASUALTY FIGURES HAVE NOT BEEN 
RECEIVED, HE SAID, BUT REPORTS FROM CHON THANH WERE THAT THE 
ENGAGEMENT HAD BEEN HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL FOR GVN FORCES WITH NVA 
CASUALTIES GREATER THAN THE PREVIOUS TWO ENGAGEMENTS SEVERAL 
DAYS AGO. GEN HIEU SAID INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE ATTACKING 
FORCES, WHICH STRUCK FROM THE SOUTHEAST AND SOUTHWEST OF CHON 
THANH, WERE FROM THE 273RD REGT WITH THE TROOPS, AS BEFORE, 

GREEN AND INEXPERIENCED. CONTRARY TO EARLIER REPORTS, HIEU 
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SAID, TANKS WERE NOT DEPLOYED IN TODAY'S ATTACK-PERHAPS BE- 
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CAUSE OF THE HEAVY TANK LOSSES IN THE PREVIOUS ENCOUNTERS. 

2. DURING MAR 26-27 ONLY TWO ROCKETS HAVE FALLEN IN THE BIEN 
HOA AREA. THEY STRUCK HARMLESSLY ON THE AIR BASE NORTH OF THE 
RUNWAY AT 0230 HOURS MAR 27. SIGNED PETERS. UNQUOTE. 

MARTIN 
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